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former subordinate rulers gradually became completely in-
dependent. The chief of the Indian princes were the
Nawabs of Bengal, of the Circars, of the Carnatic, of Mysore,
and the Nizam of Haidarabad; across the centre of the
continent there arose a group of states ruled by the Mahratta
chiefs, the former leaders of mere robber tribes.
The opposi- At this juncture the French began to play a vigorous part
tion of the	,,	_	__      _   .	.      -      , ,	.	f .
French, on the scene, In 1740 Dupleix, who had been in the service
of the French East India Company for twenty years, and
who had already been made Governor of Chandernagore,
was appointed Governor of Pondicherry, the chief French
station in India. It was his policy to secure political power
as well as commercial prosperity, and he therefore prepared
to turn to account the disunion and weakness of Indian
led by du- States. He sought to make alliances with native princes,
to intervene in their disputes, to establish on provincial
thrones princes favourable to France and to maintain them
with forces of native troops, commanded by French officers
and supplied with French equipment. Carefully reforming
the finances and administration of the French Company,
strongly fortifying Pondicherry and building up a powerful
French force, Dupleix took advantage of the declaration
of war by France on England in 1744 to begin hostilities.
Madras was taken, but was restored by the Peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle. Undismayed, Dupleix, in 1748, took the oppor-
tunity offered by disputed successions to the thrones of the
Carnatic and the Nizam to secure the accession of native
princes favourable to himself and dependent on French
support. The prestige of France was established and two
provinces in the South were virtually under French control.
i» defeated       Clive, a clerk of the British East India Company, with a
by cuve. mere handful of just over 500 ill-trained men, not merely
succeeded in capturing Arcot, the capital of the Nizam, but
in successfully defending it for fifty days. This had the
effect of forcing the French, to detach their forces from
Trichinopoly, where Mahomed Ally, the claimant to the
Carnatic who had the favour of the English Company, was
closely besieged; and eventually Mahomed Ally was pro-
claimed Nawab and his rival was slain. The French Govern-

